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SECTION A: Answer ALL questions (40 marks)

Ql Write brief notes on the following terms with respect to postharvest management:
(a) Ripening of fruits (5 marks)
(b) Maturity indices for crops (5 marks)
(©) Ethylene and ripening of fruits (5 marks)
(d) ° Moisture control in postharvest management (5 marks)

Q2. (a) Define the following terms:

(1) Food Loss (2 marks)
(ii) Food Waste (2 marks)

(b) List four secondary causes of postharvest losses (4 marks)
(c) Give three primary causes that mayresult from each of the secondary causes listed in 2(b)
above (12 marks)

SECTION B: Answer ANY TWO questions (30 marks)

Q3. You are an extension officer newly posted to offer advisory services to farmers in
Khwisero location of Kakamega County. You establish that the farmers there grow
 mostly maize and beans. Explain in detail the advice you would give then to help them

minimize postharvest losses on their farms (15 marks)
Q4. Discuss cooling as a strategy for management of postharvest losses (15 marks)

Q5. - Discuss the postharvest. management challenges faced by smal! scale farmers in Kenya

" -and suggest possible interventions (15 marks)



