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Crimes such as homicide, suicide and abortion sometimes may be committed through exposure
of the victim to some toxic substances.

a. State three (3) major routes of administration of poisons (3 marks).
b. Discuss four (4) factors that influence the action of a poison (8 marks).
c. Briefly discuss how poisons can be classified (10 marks).
d. Briefly discuss the four (4) characteristics of ideal suicidal poisons (4 marks).

Organic acids cause extensive destruction of the tissues and are commonly used by criminals.

a. State three (3) common organic acids used by criminals in Kenya (3 marks).
b. Discuss the post —mortem appearances observed in cases of poisoning based on the organic

acids stated in question 2 (a) (20 marks).
c. Discuss the medical legal aspects of mineral acid poisoning (2 marks).

Discuss mercury poisoning and the following heading:

a. Mode of action (4 marks).
b. Effects of both inorganic and organic lead exposure (3 marks).
c. Post mortem changes (8 marks).
d. Diagnosis (4 marks).
e. Medicolegal aspects (4 marks).

Discuss alcohol intoxication under the following headings:

a. Absorption (6 marks).
b. Detoxification (4 marks).
c. Excretion (2 marks).
d. Pharmacological action (8 marks).
e. Diagnosis (5 marks).
Citing relevant examples, discuss different types of animal poisons (25 marks).
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