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JMC 307

1. (a) Explain briefly what defamation is. (5 marks)
(b) Describe the two categories of defamatory statements. (5 marks)
(c) You have been accused of publishing a defamatory statement. The claimant has actually
proved to the court of law that the statement was actually defamatory. Discuss any three avenues

available to you for defense. (20 marks)
2. (a) Explain, citing relevant examples the following types of law: (20 marks)
(1) Criminal law

(ii) Civil law
(iii)  Private law
(iv)  Public law

(b) Why is it important for a student of journalism to study law? (10 marks)
3. (a) Explain what ethics means. (5 marks)

(b) Discuss some of the ethical issues that may arise in the course of your duty as a news

reporter/writer/editor or as a journalist generally. (15 marks)
4. (a) What is ‘Contempt of court’? (5 marks)

(b) Discuss any three ways in which a journalist may become liable for contempt. (15 marks)

5. When mainstream journalists and leading commentators discuss media ethics their views tend to
fall within four main categories. Discuss these four categories. (20 marks)
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